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Since 1986, Artscape has been providing affordable housing communities to artists and families 
across Toronto and the GTA. Many of the communities provide a Live/Work atmosphere where 
residents are able to create art. With a variety of different sized units across the many communi-
ties, this is an excellent opportunity. Artscape has contracted Prestige Design to complete a new 
Live/Work community in the heart of Queen Street West with the challenge of creating a functional 
building that represents art. Within Queen Street West, there are plenty of different restaurants 
and areas of entertainment that attract many different age demographics. To create a unique 
modern style that includes many different shapes and contours resembling an Abstract Art Piece 
was the design intent behind the Abstract Lofts. The exterior features of the first three floors repre-
sent the process of starting out and elevating your talent as well as bringing in distinct sustainable 
design features to create a modern design. The interior spaces provide collaborative and indepen-
dent areas that are open and inviting to help aid in the creative process. With the location being in 
a densely populated area, providing areas for not only the residents of the Lofts, but the neighbor-
ing community to use and enjoy was also a key design aspect for consideration. Prestige Design 
created a large Art Gallery to showcase the works of the residents as well as an upper mezzanine 
space for events to occur. The Abstract Lofts also feature a café with outdoor seating for a relaxing 
time to converse and reflect, right off of Fennings Street. The Abstract Lofts include plenty of green 
roof terraces to encourage interaction with nature which can inspire designs and provide an escape 
from the busyness of downtown Toronto. Due the site location and orientation, the large green roof 
terrace on the fourth floor has optimal sunlight for enjoyment. With excellent views of the commu-
nity from the upper levels of the building, the surroundings can help to inspire new ideas. With Paul 
Garfinkel Park across the street, a new Abstract Design was implemented to revitalize the outdoor 
space with an emphasis of vertical levels and nature to create an enjoyable space of art. 
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Queen St. West
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The showcased two-bedroom loft 
utilizes an open concept living 
space to create good flow from 
area to area. the long hallway into 
the main living space is intended 
to showcase the artist’s work with 
a work space that includes view of 
the neighboring area. with both a 
his and hers closet as well as 
private ensuite, this unit is ideal 
for young families. The one wall 
kitchen allows for a formal dining 
space as well as a comfortable 
seating area for entertainment. 
With up-to-date appliances and 
furnishings, this unit provides 
stylish design for an affordable 
cost. This unit is located on the 
third floor.
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