
PROJECT SUMMARY

The new Arctic Sky Hotel at Ounasvaara Hill is a luxury retreat 
in the capital of Finnish Lapland, Rovaniemi, and was designed 
as an entry for the Arctic Hotel Competition, hosted by Young 
Architect’s Competitions. The hotel combines the simple elegance 
of contemporary Finnish design with spaces that blend into the 
surrounding landscape and offers unadulterated views of nature 
in every season. In an area known for its year-round natural 
attractions, guests of the hotel can soak in the rooftop hot tubs while 
taking in the summer’s midnight sun or sit by a warm campfire to 
glimpse the dancing northern lights in winter. Built into the forested 
hillside, the Arctic Sky Hotel is designed to give each of the 30 guest 
suites an optimal viewing angle to watch the areas wildlife and 
natural wonders. All the hotel’s amenities, including a restaurant 
and conference centre, are designed to reflect the distinct Finnish 
countryside, culture, and values.

-Coleman Wilson

View of the rooftop patio and spa in summer.
Exterior view of the south end of the hotel. This area features the restaurant dining area 
and outside patio, with the conference room above on the second floor.

ARCTIC SKY HOTEL 
at OUNASVAARA HILL Exploded axonometric view of the hotel showing glazed wall penetrations in blue and 

green roof areas in green.
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Project Brief:
Arctic Sky Hotel 
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Problem Statement:

To design a new Ounasvaara Hotel that promotes 
tourism in the City of Rovaniemi while not 
detracting from the natural beauty that the region 
is know for.
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Concept Statement:

The new Arctic Hotel at Ounasvaara Hill combines 
the simple elegance of contemporary Finnish 
design with spaces that meld into the surrounding 
landscape and offer unadulterated views of nature.
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Strategy ‘A’
Using natural materials 
to help the large structure 
blend in with the 
surrounding forest and 
hillside.

Strategy ‘B’
Utilize minimalist design 
strategies so the hotel 
does not detract from the 
landscape. 

Strategy ‘C’
Provide every guest suite 
with a view of nature with no 
signs of human presence .
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Case Study ‘A’:
Ca’Inua
- Residential project in 
Marzabotto, Italy
- Design by Ciclostile
Architettura

Case Study ‘B’:
Kamppi Chapel
- Church in Helsinki, 
Finland
- Design by K2S Architects 
Ltd.

Case Study ‘C’:
House in the Mountains
- Residential project in 
Colorado, U.S.
- Design by GLUCK+
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Massing Model:
Arctic Sky Hotel
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Diagram:
Arctic Sky Hotel
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Rendering 1: Fall Frost
Arctic Sky Hotel
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Rendering 2: Rooftop Spa
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Rendering 3: Winter Night
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